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I                  8                              Citrus Fruits
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*                   gaining concessions from the railroads and in many other
ways securing better returns for their members, a large
percentage of the growers assembled at the Chamber of
Commerce in Los Angeles on April 4th, 1893, the declared
purpose of the meeting being: " To provide for the mar-
keting of all the citrus fruit at the lowest possible cost
under uniform methods, and in a manner to secure to
each grower the certain marketing of his fruit and the
full average price to be obtained in the market for the
entire season." At this meeting a cooperative packing
and marketing organization was formed, which, while
not entirely satisfactory, was a great improvement over
the old methods and served to prepare the way for the
Southern California Fruit Exchange, which was organized
October 21, 1895. At first the Exchange handled about
32 per cent of the total shipments, but the proportion
of the crop handled has gradually increased till at the
present time the Exchange ships about 62 per cent of the
total crop.
On March 27, 1905, the California Fruit Growers'
Exchange was incorporated, and on September 1, follow-
ing, succeeded to the business of the Southern California
Fruit Exchange, this change in name being deemed
advisable in order that the marketing organization itself
might in name as well as in fact become general through-
out the state rather than remain local to southern Cali-
fornia. The Exchange is now an association of three groups
or classes of organizations : the one hundred and fifteen
j                   local associations; the seventeen district exchanges;
I                   and the central exchange.    For a detailed description
1                  of this rather complex organization see pages 345 to 353.